Project Assistant Prae-Doc (all genders)
in History of Architecture — IronArch-Project
(30 hours per week / part-time)

TU Wien is Austria's largest institution of research and higher education in the fields
of technology and natural sciences. With over 26,000 students and more than 4000
scientists, research, teaching, and learning dedicated to the advancement of science
and technology have been conducted here for more than 200 years, guided by the
motto "Technology for People". As a driver of innovation, TU Wien fosters close
collaboration with business and industry and contributes to the prosperity of society.

The Institute of History of Art, Building Archaeology and Restoration of the TU Wien
is offering a position as a PhD student (PraeDoc Position) in the research unit
“History of Architecture and Building Archaelogy”. The position is limited to 3 years
and the dissertation thesis will be supervised by Prof. Dérte Kuhlmann. The contract
is for 30 hours/week. Expected start: April 2026.

About the research project ,,Iron architecture in the Austrian monarchy. History
of construction, material-related developments and theoretical discourse.*

The PhD student will contribute to the Iron architecture research project, a high-
impact research cooperation between the OAW, BDA, Montanuniversitat Leoben and
TU Wien. The interdisciplinary IronArch project opens up new research
perspectives on the preserved iron structures in Austria (as e.g. roof structures, glass
houses, hall structures, bridges), which represent a treasure of architectural and
constructional history. Close cooperation between experts and doctorate candidates /
young academic from the relevant fields of Bauforschung, Material Science, Theory
of Architecture, Monument Preservation and Industrial Heritage, creates new basic
knowledge for the classification of the historical structures and for their handling in
the frame of preservation measures.

Tasks:

» Research and scientific evaluation of relevant historical sources in archives, libraries
and collections

« Analysis of technical publications of the 19" century and the historical discourse of
the period (e.g. new-innovative structures vs. retro-conservative attitude in
architectural styles)

« Comprehensive study in related areas of Industrial Archaeology, Economic History
and History of Technology with respect to European developments of the period

» Support in the scholarly documentation of selected iron structures

* Active participation in the scientific publication of project results and the preparation
of conferences/symposiums

» Cooperation with project partners



Your profile:

* Diploma or Master’s degree in Architecture, History of Art or related disciplines,
preferably with a focus on history of architecture and construction

» Academic training in history of architecture / construction history / monument
preservation (e.g. via advanced study modules or specialized master studies);
experience in archive research and building documentation advantageous

* Ability to work independently and creatively, willingness to integrate into a
multidisciplinary work environment, and strong team spirit

» Good computer skills, especially experience with data bases and literature
management software

* Willingness to travel for project-related purpose

* Very good skills in German and English communication and writing. German
language skills on native speaker level (all archive material in German)

We offer:
«PhD training in the interdisciplinary research team OAW, TU, BDA, MU Leoben

*Access to a highly interdisciplinary and collaborative environment, to state-of-the-art
laboratories and databases

*Opportunity to collaborate with national and international partners
A range of attractive social benefits (see Benefits)
*Central location of workplace with good accessibility (U1/U2/U4 Karlsplatz)

TU Wien is committed to increasing the proportion of women in particular in
leadership positions. Female applicants are explicitly encouraged to apply.
Preference will be given to women when equally qualified, unless reasons specific to
a male applicant tilt the balance in his favour.

People with special needs are equally encouraged to apply. In case of any questions,
please contact the confidant for disabled persons at the university, Mr. Gerhard
Neustatter.

Entry level salary is determined by the pay grade B1 of the Austrian collective
agreement for university staff. This is a minimum of currently EUR 2,832.10/month
gross, 14 times/year for 30 hours/week. Relevant working experiences may increase
the monthly income.

We look forward to receiving your application until April 15, 2026.

Please send your application including all relevant documents, certificates/references
via e-mail to ildiko.haidenschuster@tuwien.ac.at (mentioning IronArch-Project).





