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GUIDELINE FOR SCIENCE-POLICY ENGAGEMENT AT TU WIEN

1 Preamble

In times of increasing scepticism towards science and the rapid spread of misinformation, universities bear a
particularly great responsibility. As places of knowledge, research and education, they serve society and are
predestined not only to generate fact-based findings, but also to communicate these to politicians, administra-
tors and organisations and transfer them to society. This public engagement not only strengthens science
itself, but also enriches public social discourse, which should be based on rationality and verifiable facts.

In its “fuTUre fit’ strategy’, TU Wien is committed to a profound social responsibility. Its mission statement,
‘Technology for People,” underlines its goal of combining scientific excellence with social benefits. This in-
cludes promoting basic research, developing technological innovations and supporting fact-based decision-
making processes in politics and society.

Technology for people.
A promise that we have kept with science, passion, and responsibility - since 1815.
In Vienna, in the heart of Europe. Always. For the future.

Its vision, ‘Unlimited’, describes its ambition to break new ground in research, teaching and innovation and to
work across disciplines as a ‘creative urban tech university’. In doing so, TU Wien is committed to playing an
active role in society: it wants to take responsibility and help shape a sustainable future through technological
development and critical reflection.

TU Wien — where we dare to reason.
The creative urban tech university.
Unlimited.

A key focus is the obligation to provide political decision-makers with data- and evidence-based foundations
to enable well-founded, future-oriented decisions. Experts at TU Wien contribute to political development and
decision-making processes on the basis of their scientific findings. In addition to examining scientific findings
and reflecting on them, this also includes communicating these findings in a comprehensible and effective
manner to political decision-makers and relevant stakeholders in society.

At TU Wien, we understand ‘science-policy engagement to mean this interaction between science, politics
and society. The aim of this area of activity is to incorporate scientific findings into public decision-making and
opinion-forming processes.

The subject-specific analyses and recommendations provided are intended to help policy-makers at various
levels to make informed decisions. The work of TU experts also aims to inform society and support opinion-
forming with regard to complex problems and issues. Many different scientific disciplines generate insights,
both individually and across disciplines, that can have a positive impact on public decisions and policy-making
and are essential for answering complex social questions.

TU Wien wants to use its expertise in all established disciplines to inform decision-makers in charge and par-
ticipate in the shaping of policy. Researchers take up topics on their own initiative on the one hand and accept
consulting requests/assignments on the other.

" fuTUre fit | The strategy of TU Wien, https:/www.tuwien.at/fileadmin/Assets/tu-wien/fuTUrefit/next level/fuTUre fit The strat-
egy of TU Wien 03 2025.pdf
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2 Scope of application

These guidelines serve as guidance for governing bodies and scientists at TU Wien who act ex officio in
relation to politically relevant actors and/or the public and/or participate in officially mandated advisory bodies
and/or carry out research projects or scientific services on behalf of political decision-makers.

3 Definitions

(1) ‘Policy’ refers to the substantive dimension of public policy, such as laws, programmes, strategies,
plans, regulations or guidelines adopted by a legislative body, a ministry or other administrative units
of federal or state governments, a public institution or an international organisation in order to achieve
a specific political objective.

(2) ‘Policy-makers’ refers to persons who are responsible for, involved in, or participate in the develop-
ment, revision, or implementation of policy decisions. Policy-makers are therefore employees, advi-
sors, or elected representatives of the executive or legislative branch, an international organisation, or
a political party.

(3) ‘Science-policy engagement’ encompasses activities in which scientists at TU Wien make their sub-
ject-specific expertise available for the formation of political opinion. This includes activities such as
science-based policy advice, but also public appearances, e.g. hearings, in the media or social media,
as well as involvement or membership as a scientific expert in political organisations, non-governmen-
tal organisations (NGOs) or stakeholders. This can also include teaching students how to apply scien-
tific findings to socially relevant issues.

(4) In this context, ‘science-based policy advice’ refers to activities in which researchers make their sub-
ject-specific expertise available to political decision-makers for policy positions at all stages of opinion-
forming or decision-making processes.

4 Basic principles

The cross-cutting themes? described in the “TU Wien fuTUre fit strategy’ ensure that core values and principles
are incorporated into such measures and reflect recurring challenges and opportunities in university develop-
ment. The advice provided by TU Wien to politicians and society is evidence-based, independent and politically
neutral. TU Wien's scientific approach to political issues, the development of recommendations for action and
its communication are guided by the principles of truthfulness, independence and transparency:

(1) Scientists at TU Wien are free to decide whether to get involved in ‘science-policy engagement’, and
if so, in what form and to what extent.

(2) In any case, scientific rigour, integrity and objectivity are paramount in such activities, as these values
form the unshakeable basis for credibility and trust in science.?

2 fuTUre fit | The strategy of TU Wien, https:/www.tuwien.at/fileadmin/Assets/tu-wien/fuTUrefit/next level/fuTUre fit The strat-
egy of TU Wien 03 2025.pdf p. 36ff

3 The European Code of Conduct for Research Integrity, https:/allea.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/European-Code-of-Conduct-
Revised-Edition-2023.pdf, 2023
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(3) Science and politics play different roles in society, which must be recognised and mutually respected
on the basis of mutual trust and understanding. TU Wien scientists must therefore assume in their
work that policy-making must take into account not only scientific evidence and information, but also
other aspects such as social values and interests.

(4) Officials and employees of TU Wien who are involved in ‘science-policy engagement’ bear personal
responsibility for

= adhering to the applicable rules of scientific integrity and good scientific practice,

= basing their subject-specific expertise on the available evidence and transparently pointing out
assumptions, uncertainties, incomplete evidence and lacking of consensus in the scientific com-
munity in order to provide a balanced and transparent assessment,

= declaring their personal opinions, values and preferences as such,
= considering possible reputational risks for TU Wien, minimising these by exercising,

= considering risks that may arise when advising or supporting political party actors, in particular the
risk that research results could be exploited for political purposes,

= disclosing conflicts of interest with TU Wien.

At a time when social polarisation is increasing along various issues and crises and the global political situation
is characterised by uncertainty, trust in science-based decision-making is of central importance. Science can
provide guidance in technological and social transformation processes. Through their commitment, universities
such as TU Wien can make a significant contribution to promoting this trust by communicating transparently,
making complexity understandable and engaging in political and public discourse. The work of researchers
takes place at the interface between scientific research, public policy and societal needs, and can therefore
bridge gaps and enrich the dialogue between these different areas.

Vienna, July 2025

References used:
= ETH Zurich guidelines on science-policy engagement
= 80th guideline of the University of Vienna on scientific policy advice

= Guidelines of the German Academy of Engineering Sciences

4 Compliance Policy guideline of the rectorate on compliance organisation an der TU Wien, https:/www.tuwien.at/in-
dex.php?elD=dms&s=4&path=Richtlinien%20und%20Verordnungen/Compliance Policy.pdf
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